
Pre-AP English II
2021 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

STEP ONE: Read ONE of the following books.

A Thousand Splendid Suns Khaled Hosseini
The Kite Runner** Khaled Hosseini
The Girl With the Louding Voice Abi Dare

** The Kite Runner contains some disturbing, strong violence in one section and has occasional
adult/profane language. The other two titles are books of equal literary merit that can also be applied to
the writing prompt, so you may read whichever title you prefer. The first two titles have been
referenced on recent AP Literature tests; the third title was one of Amazon’s Best Books of 2020. If
you join my YouTube channel, I will have tutorial videos for The Girl With the Louding Voice, in which
I share an audio recording of the book, stopping to explain parts of the book that might be confusing.
You can find out more information by joining my Remind class (text @gaston10 to 81010).

STEP TWO: 5 Journal Entries

JOURNAL ENTRIES: Respond to the writing prompt above with five journal entries, each
containing around 100 words. You can respond to the text in a variety of ways. The most important
thing to remember is that your observations should be specific and detailed. These entries need to be
typed in MLA format.

● This is due Monday, Aug. 16; 10 bonus points if turned in early by Friday, Aug. 13. This
assignment will count as 50% of one major grade.

STEP THREE: Book Test

TEST: Your reading comprehension of your chosen novel will be tested during the week of August
16-20. This will count as 50% of one major grade.

STEP FOUR: In-Class Essay (to be done together)
Writing Prompt: Many works of literature contain a character who intentionally deceives others. The
character’s dishonesty may be intended either to help or to hurt. Such a character, for example, may
choose to mislead others for personal safety, to spare someone’s feelings, or to carry out a crime.
Choose a novel in which a character deceives others (use The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns,
or The Bonesetter’s Daughter). Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the motives for that character’s
deception and discuss how the deception contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole.

WRITE: You will use this novel for an essay that you will begin writing the third week of school. I will
provide instruction in class to help you, as well as a template for you to follow.

If you have any questions about this assignment, email me at agaston@huntsville-isd.org I really
enjoy hearing from my new students and helping with their summer assignment! Effective 6/1/21, you
may sign up for notifications pertaining to Pre-AP Eng II.  Text @gaston10 to 81010. If you sign up
for Remind before school starts, you will receive a one-day extension pass.
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